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Blazing tracks: Mumbai-Ahmedabad
bullet train takes India to a high-speed era

One of key milestones in this project is building of cutting-edge steel bridge on NH 48 alongside Nadiad

NARESH BISWANI

ANAND: India is moving
towards a new age of high-
speed connectivity with the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet
Train project, a revolutionary
move in the nation’s railway
network.

One of the key milestones
in this ambitious project is the
building of a cutting-edge steel
bridge on National Highway 48
alongside Nadiad.

Stretching 200 meters in
length, the bridge is formed
of two spans, both 100 meters
long and weighing 1,500 metric
tonnes each. The structure was
built in Salasar, Uttar Pradesh,
and comprises all Indian steel
from industry giants such
as TATA, JSW, and SAIL—
endorsement of the country’s
focus on self-reliance through
the ‘Make in India’ initiative.
Durable for a hundred years,
the bridge incorporates India’s
first-ever C-5 system painting
technique to improve longev-
ity. Advanced TTHSB bolts,
manufactured in Unbrako fac-

tory at Bhopal, have facilitated
easy assembly, and MAGEBASs
Kolkata factory has provided
elastomeric bearings to provide
structural support.

The bullet train cor-
ridor will include 28 steel
bridges—17 in Gujarat and 11
in Maharashtra—representing
a huge leap in Indian railway
engineering.

Construction of viaducts
now reaches over 272 km,
though pier work stands at
372 km, and girder casting is at
305 km. There is progress seen
in the completion of 13 river

bridges, six steel bridges, and
five PSC bridges. Noise bar-
riers now cover over 130 km,
and 112 km of track bed work
are completed. Overhead elec-
trification has started in Guja-
rat, while Maharashtra is seeing
key developments, such as the
21-km BKC-Shilphata tunnel
and seven mountain tunnels in
Palghar district, built with the
NATM technique.

Structural construction for
six of the eight stations planned
for Gujarat is finished, and the
Mumbai terminal and other
Maharashtra stations are under

» The bullet train corridor
will include 28 steel
bridges—17 in Gujarat
and 11 in Maharashtra

» Construction of viaducts
now reaches over 272
km, though pier work
stands at 372 km, and
girder casting is at
305 km

fast progress. While in Gujarat
on Saturday, Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw inspected
Anand bullet train station,
looking at ongoing construc-
tion and speaking to engineers
and officials about progress.
Discussing the project, he
added, “This is notabout high-
speed travel; it is about revolu-
tionising India’s infrastructure
abilities. The steel girders,
which have been manufactured
domestically in India, show our
country’s increasing experience
in sophisticated engineering
and our penchant for self-suf-

ficiency. The bullet train project
is an emblem of new, fast-paced
India”

The production of steel
girder components in the
Salasar plant in Hapur is a
reflection of India’s growing
infrastructure capabilities. Its
application of 100 per cent
Indian steel, high-strength
TTHSB bolts, and long-lasting
C-5 paint system—produced
all over India by Nippon fac-
tories—reflects the country’s
engineering prowess.

The metal-encased elasto-
meric bearings produced by
MAGEBA Kolkata also play
a significant part in making
bridges last longer by resist-
ing shocks and structure move-
ment. With technological leaps
in engineering and construc-
tion at a fast pace, the Bullet
Train from Mumbai to Ahmed-
abad is no longer a dream but
areflection of India’s engineer-
ing capabilities, infrastructural
development, and unrelenting
determination to have modern,
high-speed connectivity, Vaish-
nav mentioned.
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THE UPCOMING Mumbai-
Ahmedabad high-speed rail corri-
dor bullet train project will con-
vert the cities that are part of the
project into “one big economic
zone” the way six cities of Japan
benefited from the first bullet train
between Osaka and Tokyo, Union
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on Saturday.
Vaishnaw emphasised that
the bullet train project was “not
justa means of transportation”
buta projecttodevelop the entire
corridor as an economiczone.
Speaking to media persons at
the under-construction Anand
bullet train station, Vaishnaw said,
“Whenthefirst bullet train started
between Osaka and Tokyo in
Japan, all six cities located on the
route became a big business hub,
including Nagoyaand Kyoto. They
became big industrial hubs and
residential hubs as new growth
happened. Similarty, the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad corridor has cities
like Thane, Vapi, Surat, Bilimora,
Vadodara, Nadiad-Anand and
Ahmedabad. Itwill bringaboutso

INDIAN EXPRESS, Ahmedabad, 2.3.2025
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‘BULLET TRAIN WILL
CONVERT CITIES ON
ROUTE INTO ONE BIG
ECONOMIC ZONE ON
LINES OF JAPAN’ p3

‘Bullet train will convert cities on routeinto
one big economic zone on lines of Japan’

With the high-speed corridor in place, those in Ahmedabad will be able to have fafda and dhokla
for breakfast, leave for Mumbai and return in evening to be with their children: Railway Minister

Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw in Vadodara on
Saturday. Express

much growth that these individ-
ual economies will become one
big economy...”

Vaishnaw said that the bullet
train will allow professionals and
traders from the cities en route to
travel on a daily basis from
Ahmedabad to Mumbai.

Vaishnaw said, “Those in
Ahmedabad can have fafda and
dhokla for breakfast and leave for
Mumbai; and return in the
evening to be with their children.
Likewise, people from Mumbai
will have poha for breakfast and
leave for say Surat to complete

theirwork and return to Mumbai
for evening snackswith their chil-
dren.Thebullet trainis notamere
transportation project.Itisa proj-
ect to develop five-six cities as an
economic zone.”

Vaishnaw inspected the ongo-
ing work on the steel bridge that
crossesover abusy highway along
with the under-construction
Anand Bullet Train station aswell
as the track slab-manufacturing
facility and the Track Construction
Base (TCB).

The Union minister stressed
that a major portion of the bullet

train project is an example of
“Makein India”. The ministerfur-
thersaid thatwith the bullettrains
expected to run ata speed of 350
kilometers per hour, the construc-
tion has been undertaken keep-
ing the “pressurezone” in mind.

Vaishnaw said, “When trains
run at a high speed of 350 kmph,
apressure zoneis created and the
construction hasto be done keep-
ing in mind its considerations.
Therefore, at stations, the entire
roof cannot be covered and ava-
cant space has been created to
deal with the pressure. All girders
and cable stays are made with
materials of different strengths so
as to ensure that none of the ca-
bles or lightisdisturbed duetothe
pressure zone.”

The National High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited (NHSRCL) on
Saturday said that a total viaduct
of 272 kilometers had been com-
pleted with pierworks of 372 km
done. Atotal of 13 river bridges, six
steel bridges and five PSC (pre-
stressed concrete) bridges have
been completed. Noise barriers
have been installed over 130 km
and atotal of 112 km of track-bed
construction has been completed
in Gujaratsofar. Overhead electri-
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ficationworkisalso currently on-
going in the state, whereas struc-
tural work has been completed for
six out of the eight high-speed sta-
tions.

Vaishnaw also visited
Ahmedabad to inspect the ongo-
ing renovations of the railway sta-
tion before proceeding to Dahod,
where he visited the railway sta-
tion as well as the Locomotive
Rolling Stock  Workshop.
Vaishnaw conducted an inspec-
tion of the factory, including the
simulator at the workshop.
Besides, he inspected the newly
developed prototype of 9,000 HP
WAG Locomotive. Vaishnaw said
that the prototype Loco is ready
and the trials are underway.

“The Locomotive is 89% Make
in India project and is equipped
withadvanced features, including
KAVACH. Within the next three
years, the Locos will start being ex-
ported and it will make Dahod a
global name across the world...”
Vaishnaw said that when com-
plete, the workshop will be inau-
gurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The workshop
“has generated employment op-
portunities by employing locals
for 85% of the posts”, he said.
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‘Revamped station will reflect heritage’

Cancellation
Of Trains To

‘Uddhav govt delayed bullet train project’

Vadodara: Railway minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on Saturday said
the bullet train projectis progressing well with 360km completed

Be Minimal

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: The Ahmed-
abad railway station will in-
corporate the city’s heritage,
such as the ‘Jhulta Minar’
(shaking minarets) and the
kite festival, in the architec-
tural elements of redevelop-
ment plan.

Union railway minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw, who was
in the city to review the pro-
gress of work of the bullet
train and redevelopment of
Ahmedabad station on Satur-

Railway minister Ashwini Vaishnaw at Kalupur station on Saturday

day, said several innovations
were made for the Ahmed-
abad station project. He said
special care is being taken to
ensure that the facility’s de-
signreflectsthecity’'srich he-
ritage.

He said the redevelop-

ment is part of the Indian Ra-
ilways’ ambitious Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme,
whichaimstotransformover
1,300 stations across the co-
untry. Vaishnaw said the up-
graded station will give Ah-
medabad the status of a glo-

atthe viaduct level. The minister said the project is making
progress even on the Maharashtra section, which had received
setbacks due to “delay in permissions by the Uddhav Thackeray
govt”. “During Uddhav Thackeray’s govt in Maharashtra, we did
not get permission, but now we are getting full cooperation from
the Devendra-Fadnavis-led Maharashtra govt,” Vaishnaw said,
adding that the Maharashtra sectionis progressing well with
almost 2km of the undersea tunnel ready. Tn

bal heritage city with world-
classfacilities.

He said that the construc-
tion work would be carried
out at great speed and there
would be minimum cancella-
tion of trains. “The workon a
world-class Ahmedabad sta-
tion is underway at a good
speed,” the minister said. He

said the focus is on increa-
sing the speed of construc-
tion and using high-strength
materials.

Vaishnaw said the sta-
tion’s design was revised af-
ter considering representa-
tions from Ahmedabad resi-
dents to include aspects of
the city’s heritage.
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New rly stn design to refiec
city’s heritage: Vaishnaw

Design revised after representations, says Union rly minister;
reviews redevelopment project at Kalupur railway station

#AHMEDABAD

Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Saturday said sev-
eral innovations have been
made for the Ahmedabad rail-
way station redevelopment
project, and special care is
being taken to ensure that the
facility’s design reflects the
city’s rich heritage.

Vaishnaw, who reviewed
the redevelopment project,
said architectural elements
inspired by the city’s heritage,
such as the ‘Jhulta Minar’
(swaying minaret), Kite festi-
val, etc. will be incorporated
into the design.

The redevelopment is a part
of the Indian Railways’ ambi-
tious Amrut Bharat station
project, which aims to trans-
form over 1,300 railway sta-
tions across the country.

Talking to reporters,

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw in Ahmedabad on Sat

Vaishnaw said the upgraded
railway station will give
Ahmedabad the status of a
global heritage city with world-
class facilities.

He assured the construction
work would be carried out at
great speed and there would be
minimum cancellation of
trains.

“The work on a world-class
Ahmedabad station is under-
way at a good speed. Several
innovations have been made
for this,” the minister said.

He said the focus is on
increasing the speed of con-
struction and using high-
strength materials.

“A lot of focus has been

given on the construction and
design, keeping the monu-
ment, ‘Thulta Minar’in mind,”
he said, referring to the struc-
ture, which comprises the rel-
ics of the Sidi Bashir mosque
complex, near the railway sta-
tion.

Vaishnaw said the station’s
design was revised after con-
sidering representations from
Ahmedabad residents to
include aspects of the city’s
heritage.

“The representations were
discussed in detail, and the sta-
tion design was completely
revised according to the city’s
architecture. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah had also
reviewed this. The prime min-
ister has given us one guid-
ance, the station should be
made according to the city
culture,” he said. PTI
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Most powerful rail
engine with desi parts
set for launch: Mantri

Dahod (Gujarat): In the next one
month, India will get the country’s
most powerful and modern rail engi-
ne with 9,000 horsepower (HP) that
can pull freight trains with a load of
4,500-5,000 tonnes at top speed of 100
kmph, reports Dipak Dash.

Railway minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw,
while reviewing the
progress of electric lo-
comotive production at
Dahod workshop on Sa-
turday, said 89% of the
engine that is ready for launch has
‘Made in India’ components. This is
the first loco factory in Gujarat.

“The first loco will be ready for
launch in 30-40 days. There is a huge
potential for export of these engines,”
Vaishnaw said at the factory.

Increasing the speed of freight tra-
ins remains a major concern for rail-
ways. Toincrease average speed of fre-
ight trains and faster clearance of
tracks to operate more trains, railwa-
ys needs to deploy more high HP and
high-speed locomotives.

Earlier in the day, Vaishnaw revie-
wed the progress of the Ahmedabad-
Mumbai bullet train project, inclu-
ding the upcoming station at Anand.
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Vaishnaw: Bullet train to convert
cities into ‘one big economic zone’

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
VADODARA,MARCH1

THE UPCOMING Mumbai-
Ahmedabad high-speed rail cor-
ridor bullet train project will con-
vertthe cities thatarepartof the
project into “one big economic
zone" the way six cities of Japan
benefited from the first bullet
train between Osaka and Tokyo,
Union Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on Saturday.
Vaishanaw emphasised that
the bullet train project was “not
just a means of transportation”
butaprojecttodevelop theentire
corridor as an economic zone.
Speaking to mediapersons at
the under-construction Anand
bullet train station, Vaishnaw
said, “When the firstbullet train
started between Osaka and
Tokyo in Japan, all six cities lo-
cated on the route became a big
business hub, including Nagoya

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw interacts with engineers
atthebullet trainstation in Anand, Gujarat, on Saturday. Express

cities as an economic zone."
Vaishnaw inspected the on-
going work on the steel bridge
thatcrossesover abusyhighway
along with the under-construc-
tion Anand Bullet Train station
as well as the track slab-manu-
facturing facility and the Track

construction has been under-
taken keeping the “pressure
zone” in mind. He said, “When
trains run at a high speed of 350
kmph,a pressure zoneiscreated
and the construction hasto be
donekeeping in mindits consid-
erations. Therefore, at stations,

and Kyoto. They became bigin-  Construction Base (TCB). theentire roof cannot be covered
dustrial hubs and residential The Union minister stressed  and avacant space has beencre-
hubs as new growth happened.  thatamajor portionofthe bullet  atedtodeal withthe pressure. All
Similarly, the Mumbai- train projectisanexampleof girdersand cable staysaremade
Ahmedabad corridor has cities  “Makein India". Theminister fur-  with materials of different
like Thane, Vapi, Surat,Bilimora,  ther said that with the bullet  strengths so as to ensure that
Vadodara, Nadiad-Anand and  trainsexpected torunataspeed noneofthe cables or light is dis-
Ahmedabad. It will bring about  of 350 kilometers per hour, the  turbed duetothe pressure zone.”

somuch growth that these in-
dividual economies will be-
come one big economy...”
Vaishnaw said that the bul-
lettrainwillallow professionals
and traders from the cities en
route to travel on a daily basis
from Ahmedabad to Mumbai.
Vaishnaw said, “Those in
Ahmedabad can have fafda
and dhokla for breakfast and
leave for Mumbai; and return
in the evening tobewith their
children. Likewise, people
from Mumbai will have poha
forbreakfast and leave for say
Surat to complete their work
and return to Mumbai for
eveningsnacks with their chil-
dren. The bullet train is not a
meretransportationproject.lt
isa project to develop five-six
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Blazing tracks: Mumbai-Ahmedabad
bullet train takes India to a high-speed era

One of key milestones in this project is building of cutting-edge steel bridge

on NH 48 alongside Nadiad

C

NARESH BISWANI

ANAND: India is moving
towards a new age of high-
speed connectivity with the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet
Train project, a revolutionary
move in the nation’s railway
network.

One of the key milestones
in this ambitious project is the
building of a cutting-edge steel
bridge on National Highway 48
alongside Nadiad.

Stretching 200 meters in
length, the bridge is formed
of two spans, both 100 meters
long and weighing 1,500 metric
tonnes each. The structure was
built in Salasar, Uttar Pradesh,
and comprises all Indian steel
from industry giants such
as TATA, JSW, and SAIL—
endorsement of the country’s
focus on self-reliance through
the ‘Make in India’ initiative.
Durable for a hundred years,
the bridge incorporates India’s
first-ever C-5 system painting
technique to improve longev-
ity. Advanced TTHSB bolts,
manufactured in Unbrako fac-

tory at Bhopal, have facilitated
easy assembly, and MAGEBA’s
Kolkata factory has provided
elastomeric bearings to provide
structural support.

The bullet train cor-
ridor will include 28 steel
bridges—17 in Gujarat and 11
in Maharashtra—representing
a huge leap in Indian railway
engineering.

Construction of viaducts
now reaches over 272 km,
though pier work stands at
372 km, and girder casting is at
305 km. There is progress seen
in the completion of 13 river

bridges, six steel bridges, and
five PSC bridges. Noise bar-
riers now cover over 130 km,
and 112 km of track bed work
are completed. Overhead elec-
trification has started in Guja-
rat, while Maharashtra is seeing
key developments, such as the
21-km BKC-Shilphata tunnel
and seven mountain tunnels in
Palghar district, built with the
NATM technique.

Structural construction for
six of the eight stations planned
for Gujarat is finished, and the
Mumbai terminal and other
Maharashtra stations are under

Key Points

» The bullet train corridor
will include 28 steel
bridges—17 in Gujarat
and 11 in Maharashtra

» Construction of viaducts
now reaches over 272
km, though pier work
stands at 372 km, and
girder casting is at
305 km

fast progress. While in Gujarat
on Saturday, Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw inspected
Anand bullet train station,
looking at ongoing construc-
tion and speaking to engineers
and officials about progress.
Discussing the project, he
added, “This is not about high-
speed travel; it is about revolu-
tionising India’s infrastructure
abilities. The steel girders,
which have been manufactured
domestically in India, show our
country’s increasing experience
in sophisticated engineering
and our penchant for self-suf-

ficiency. The bullet train project
is an emblem of new, fast-paced
India”

The production of steel
girder components in the
Salasar plant in Hapur is a
reflection of India’s growing
infrastructure capabilities. Its
application of 100 per cent
Indian steel, high-strength
TTHSB bolts, and long-lasting
C-5 paint system—produced
all over India by Nippon fac-
tories—reflects the country’s
engineering prowess.

The metal-encased elasto-
meric bearings produced by
MAGEBA Kolkata also play
a significant part in making
bridges last longer by resist-
ing shocks and structure move-
ment. With technological leaps
in engineering and construc-
tion at a fast pace, the Bullet
Train from Mumbai to Ahmed-
abad is no longer a dream but
areflection of India’s engineer-
ing capabilities, infrastructural
development, and unrelenting
determination to have modern,
high-speed connectivity, Vaish-
nav mentioned.
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Vaishnaw says 360 km of Bullet Train project
complete, blames Uddhav Thackeray for delay

AGENCIES
AHMEDABAD, 1 MARCH

Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Saturday said
that 360 km of the Bullet
Train projecthas been com-
pleted, with significant
progress on the Maharashtra
section that got a setback
duetoadelayin permissions
by the Uddhav Thackeray
government.

“The Bullet Train project
is progressing well, with 360
km completed and track
laying underway... The project
aims to create economic hubs
along the route, boosting
growth in cities like Mumbiai,
Thane, Vapi, Surat, Vadodra,
Anand and Ahmedabad, mak-
ing them interconnected as
a single economic zone,”
Vaishnaw told mediapersons.

Hesaid all these cities will
see huge economic activities.
“A Bullet Train should not

be seen justas a transportation
project but it a project for
the growth of theentirearea,”
he said.

He said that the Maha-
rashtra section of the Bullet
Train project is advancing
well, with “almost 2 km of
the undersea tunnel com-
pleted.”

He criticised Uddhav
Thackeray alleging that his
government delayed the proj-
ectbytwo-and-a-half-years.
However, he stated, work is
now moving at full speed
and will greatly benefit future
generations.

The Railway Minister also
highlighted the growth pat-
ternsrelated to the first Bullet
TraininJapan between Tokyo
and Osaka.

Thesix big stations between
Osaka and Tokyo - Nagoya,
Kyoto, Atami, Shinagawa,
Shin-Yokohama and Odawara
-havebecome bigindustrial

hubs, he said.

Vaishnaw said similar
gains, in terms of growth,
will be made on the Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train
corridor.

“Inthe morning, aperson
would be able to have a break-
fastoffafda-dhoklain Ahmed-
abad and attend to work in
Mumbai during the day before
returninghome and spending
timewith kids in Ahmedabad,”
he said.

Similarly, a person in
Mumbai would begin the day
with a breakfast of pohaand
complete his work in Surat
during the day and return to
Mumbai to spend time with
the familyin the evening, he
said.

During his visitto Ahmed-
abad’s Kalupur Railway Sta-
tion, the Minister attended
an event organised by the
Rail Line Development
Authority.
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National High Speed Rail Corporation Ltd.

Bullet train project
on track, 70% work

done; Vaishnaw

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 2
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Saturday sad 360
km of the bullet train project
has been completed, with sig-
nificant progress on the Maha-
rashtra section that showed
slow pace earlier due toadday
in permissions by the Uddhav
Thackeray govemment.,

“The bullet train project is
making good progress, with
360 kmcompleted. The project
aims to create economic hubs
along the route, boosting
growth in dties ke Mumbai,
Thane, Vapi, Surat, Vadodra,
Anand and Ahmedabad, mak-
ing them interconnected as a
naw said in Ahmedabad.

He said all these cities would
get a huge economic boost
from the project. He added
that the Maharashtra section
of the projet was making
good progress, with almost 2
km of the undersea tunnel
completed. “In the moming, a
personwould be able to have a
breakfast of fafda-dhokla in
Ahmedabad and attend to
work in Mumbai dunng the
day before returning home
and spending time with kids
in Ahmedabad,” he said.

Similariy, a person in Mum-
bai would begin the daywith a

WILL CONNECT
ECONOMIC HUBS

6 The project aims at
creating economic hubs
along the route, boosting
growth in cities like
Mumbai, Thane, Vapi,
Surat, Vadodra, Anand
and Ahmedabad, and
making them
interconnected as a
single economic zone.
Ashwini Vaishnaw, sauw MNSTR

breakfast of poha and complete
his work in Surat during the
day and retum to Mumbai in
the evening, he said.

Trains on Mumbai-Ahmed-
abad High Speed Rail Corri-
dor will operate at a speed of
320 kmph, covering a dis-
tance 508 km and 12 stations.
There will be 35 trains per day.
With a limited stop (in Surat
and Vadodara) service, it will
cover this distance in 1 hour
and 58 minutes.
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Minister Of Rlys Reviews The
Progress Of Various Ongoing
Rly Infra Projects In Gujarat

Ashwini Vaishnaw, Minister of Railways, Information and
Broadcasting, Electronics & Information Technology, during
his visit to Gujarat on 1st March, 2025, inspected Ahmed-
abad, Anand & Dahod railway stations and took stock of the
progress of various ongoing railway infrastructural projects
at these locations. Minister of Railways Vaishnaw on reach-
ing Ahmedabad station, conducted inspection of the sta-
tion. He also reviewed the progress of the ongoing station
redevelopment work. Thereafter, Vaishnaw interacted with
the media representatives. He informed that this year Rs
17,155 cr have been allocated for Gujarat state, which is 29
times of average annual outlay of 2009 - 14. The investment
by Railways in Gujarat is around Rs. 1,27,000 cr including
Bullet train. Giving details about Ahmedabad station rede-
velopment, he mentioned that the work is going on in full
swing. The design has been done considering the structural
requirements and integrating it aesthetically with local her-
itage values. A Concourse Roof Plaza has been planned
over the railway tracks equipped with waiting area and pas-
sengers’ facilities. The project also envisages elevated road
network connecting Kalupur ROB and Sarangpur ROB
which will be more than twice the surface area of existing
roads and will facilitate seamless transportation by multi-
modal integration of railways with National High Speed Rail
Terminal (Bullet Train), Metro & Bus Rapid Transport (BRT).
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Economic zone to come up on bullet train route

NEW CORRIDORS
ON THE TRACKS Y

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR @ New Delhi

LIKE in Japan, the route for
India’s first bullet train, cur-
rently under construction,

plained that the bullet train
project is conservatively ex-
pected to multiply business
activities across the regions
between these two states by

has been designed to create a Delhi-Varanasi- more than five times, with re-
large and unified economic Ayuidhya 508KM BUIARAL y duced travel times prioritising
zone across the states it passes e distance between 4 \"‘“‘dw business movements.
through. Mumbai- Mumbaiand [ROUTE o8 + Anand It is also expected that the
The economic zones, which Nagpur Ahmedabad % Vadodara  ¢-ot hyllet train project will
will be established once the Delhi- 4’5?1.”' lead to the creation of econom-
bullet train services between Ahmedabad J3 R ic estates around major sta-
Mumbai and Ahmedabad be- ——— T b « tions along the route, attract-
gin, are expected to yield eco- Delhi-Amritsar £ ing substantial private sector
nomic benefits through indus- T P & Investment in infrastructure.
trialisation. “The biggest Mumbai- s “The high-speed rail devel-
advantage of the bullet train __Hyderabad < opment will stimulate con-
is that it brings together 5-6 Chennai-Mysore % struction, engineering, and
cities to form a single econom- m— e m— = manufacturing sectors, result-
ic zone,” Railway Minister Varanasi- ing in job creation and im-
Ashwini Vaishnaw recently Howrah proved transportation net-

said. “The bullet train project
is not only a means of trans-
portation, but it is a project for
the growth of the entire re-
gion,” he added.

India’s first high-speed rail
corridor, designed to accom-
modate bullet trains, is antici-
pated to give an economic
boost to more than 12 cities
along its route, and their
smaller neighbouring towns
through enhanced business
and industrial activities.

Drawing a comparison to Ja-

pan’s first bullet train project,
which created a significant
hub between Osaka and To-
kyo, Vaishnaw said, “As a re-
sult of Japan’s first bullet
train, introduced between Os-
aka and Tokyo, all the six cit-
ies located along the route be-
tween these stations emerged
as major hubs. Similarly, areas
like Surat, Nadia, Bilimora,
Vapi, Thane, Ahmedabad, and
others along the Mumbai-

not to scale

Ahmedabad bullet train route
will witness rapid growth.”

Providing an update on the
progress of the project, the
minister said 360 km of work
is now at the viaduct level.
“The work at the Anand bullet
train station is progressing
well, and it is being modern-
ised to accommodate trains
running at speeds of up to 350
km/h,” he added.

A senior railway official ex-

works. With travel time
reduced from 7-8 hours to just
2-3- hours, day trips or busi-
ness travel will become more
viable,” said the senior rail-
way official.

“The most significant eco-
nomic impact will be felt
through job creation, with
an estimated 1 to 2 lakh jobs
generated in construction
for both skilled and unskilled
labour, in addition to special-
ised technical roles,” the offi-
cial added.
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Vaishnaw reviews Ahmedabad railway

AHMEDABAD

Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Saturday
reviewed the progress of
Ahmedabad Railway Station
redevelopment and the Bullet
train project at Anand in
Gujarat. During a day-long
visit to Gujarat, the minister
went to Ahmedabad Railway
Station with senior officials of
the Western Railway Zone and
inspected the construction
work in detail.

“The design and appearance
of the station will reflect the
culture and heritage of
Ahmedabad,” Vaishnaw said,
adding that he expects the
redevelopment work to be
finished in three-and-a-half
ears. According to the
Vestern Railway, the
redevelopment work of
Ahmedabad station was
awarded in November 2023
and it is targeted to be
comﬂleted by June 2027.
Vaishnaw  said  several
innovations have been made
for the Ahmedabad railway
station redevelopment
project, and special care is
being taken to ensure that the
facility’s design reflects the
city’s rich heritage. Vaishnaw,
who reviewed the
redevelopment project, said
architectural elements
inspired by the city’s heritage,
such as the ‘Jhulta Minar’
(swaying minaret), Kkite
festival, etc, will Dbe
incorporated into the design.
He said this approach was in
line with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s
commitment to preserve the
cultural fabric of modern
India. The redevelopment is a

Union Railways Miniser with labourers working on a bullet ain

S

part of the Indian Railways’
ambitious Amrut Bharat
station project, which aims to
transform over 1,300 railway
stations across the country.
Vaishnaw said the station’s
design was revised after
considering representations
from Ahmedabad residents to
include aspects of the city’s
heritage.

“The representations were
discussed in detail, and the
station design was completely
revised according to the city’s
architecture. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah had also
reviewed this. The prime
minister has given us one
guidance, the station should
be made according to the city
culture,” he said.

Reiterating the Centre’s
commitment to the
development of Gujarat, the
minister said a record budget
of 17,155 Crore was
allocated to the state for the
development of the railways,
and an investment of ¥1.27
Lakh Crore is being made in

the sector.

The Western Railway also
said the architecture of the
upcoming Ahmedabad
station building has been
inspired by the Modhera Sun
Temple. According to it, a 15-
acre concourse plaza and a
seven-acre mezzanine plaza
have been planned over the
railway tracks. “This
concourse shall have a waiting
area for passengers which will
be equipped with facilities
like toilets, drinking water,
food courts, retail shops,
kiosks and baby feeding
rooms, among others.”

After reviewing the station,
Vaishnaw visited a 200-m-
long steel bridge for the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet
Train project. It will be
launched over National
Highway 48 near Nadiad.
Vaishnaw said the girder of
the bridge was made in India
with its fabrication
components  successfully
completed at the Salasar plant
in Hapur.
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Bullet train project workers encouraged by railway minister
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Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnav observed the functioning of Anand Bullet Train Station
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Union Railway Minister visited the newly built bullet train project
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Bullet train project: 360 km work completed, two and a half year delay not allowed by Uddhav

2a0 >l el relag] aREIIEN [GldEot
6lA2 2o Ui s2: 360 (¥l s1H ygl,
Biga Hog2l - vl 216l aNsil [adol

« weegni 2 Bl aiol 40 Hl2R [Giyall Ul HIR 16 SAISHI Glal &

by
UG 2AA AR AD A 34 310 314) Bzt oA 2 11 sl 253l 13l waiaut

GRS 6228 | HEICE 53cll 58] 8. 5 40 Hl2-AL [BLoreLl 21 H12L 16 SALSHL oLlAd ]
2] 26069, % 2ld 9 % 512013 55 38U 20010 9] 2L 9.
ALl cfl g 1141 (A 5[Rd olA2 2ot WI% 52 2L Hr8l2g5AR
(5124 5+ Myl uoid 9. deiiell ulRH AR 213Ud it
HelR0eM U8 238191, RS (514 i, 210U A 4L HASL.
1o sefl $4 1R (54 3.1,08,000 5313 9.

Bedlu 3ed 4ol w10l duaid
Az »Heldle  wd
2290l Y[ 51 UL se]
yasid dldl edl. uasil

A2 dld 5l dHEL ALl
8 5 o2 g UL sesl 360
[sclleasdl sill] ysl ad
%85l 99, BHL MR [Aeiom]
“dlguizt walla ad 6l ©.

yd Huusfl Ged 8152 gl
oL HaLAlA 51201 AL
28l il [Acio 51261 2dal
sl oS saMl
21l 2] 9. A8l ayHi GHY

AHG5AIR 2Hd dUIR B, 21
gAML Swdld 26 2% WAl
asdld Rl [Giza alqarR
HoiS-wHeldle sld-adls e
L% s2efl UM uid Yl sid

AMBL WRURL 5 HSIRMZAL 5 HSIRMZHI aR1eiL 2 [5+]+] LA UL AL 17

— — [——————,

6lA2 2.,

dldl edl. daM8l GRdHAL
214[As 24 A2ds W2 vl
W ser el oLl

scl. (Gigol wQuA 3 U
W% 52 L3 MHIA, A 2rg Hlgl L
(Aol HStarll ML .
L UG 52AL 5181 Vs AL
sl AU HEYL O,
WL A8 didt 5L (Gizat
Wiy sedl sl ol
530 odl. dRAdHL s1u-l
Al 13 . U3 HSIRHI
ol AULE L 52Als S1M
ol elenell 2Ll ay, AHA
a1l 8Ll 8.



DIVYA BHASKAR, Surat, 2.3.2025

Page No. 2, Size:(11.68)cms X (16.02)cms.
L Ll

Bullet train project: 360 km work completed, two and a half year delay not allowed by Uddhav
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Bullet train project: 360 km work completed, two and a half year delay not allowed by Uddhav
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Kalupur railway station will be equipped with new cleaver in four years
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Bullet train station at Sabarmati to be built on the theme of Sidi Syed's Jali
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